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A PLEA forthe PARLIAMENT, #4 


Conſiderations forthe ſatisfaction of ſuch, who are 


apt to be miſ-led by a Malignant party againſt the Parliament, with a 
palpable and evident Declaration of their chieteſt deſignes therein, 


ſtrengeh;and to rake up Armes againſt che Parliament,confilting ofthe Rigg, Lords, yi” 

and Commons of the Land, and to increafe their number by many and falſe re. 5%" 
proachfull calumnies caſt upon them, ſuggeſting unto people many diſ-joynted and inva- dt RCA 
1id poſitions to enſnare the mindes of men, ahd alchough by the late Remonſtrances there GM 
is ſufficientſarisfaQiop given.co every, judicſous angincelligent Reader; Fer £07) a5 ough tym 
as theſe Remonſtrarices irempny in-number,and:each of them relating to fome parcicus til; NaÞ! 
Jar occurrences or other preceding, ſoine people having ſeenithein all, 'iochers but ſome of (ttrtlitive: 
them, and others none at all ; and for as much as many almoſt in all places both in pulpirs ninth 
Uiſcourſes and grher wayes; (friendsto the Popiſh party.) have-and foedaily dndeFa mots hrteral 
to ſtirup a moſt ingrarefulland unworthy diſreſpet unto the Parliament who may oncetyi 4uji, vi 
learne better, when berter raughrt by the P arlian:vts\afth; There arettiencfpre theſe conſi-numm! 
derations preſenting themſelves ro every mans view, being almoſt nothing bur whac is 0b-:qttuidn; 
vious to every mans knowledg,8& forthe moſt part eyident mall the lare Remonſtrances, nint)tt ur 


1 * 4 © 3 , © p” 7 \ 
[Þ Or as much as it appeares, that a Malignant Party hath endeavoured to raiſe up it” 


- 


Firſt, that men would conſider, whey ic plzaſedGod after many Prayers and Petitions htc: 


of the people ro'grarit this Payiiymiritt; whar were the compliints of the whole Kingdome terre Pry 
in matters both of Church and State, and the miſerable oppreſſions of mens conſciences nar; 
and-properties. | nt ler 
Secondly, conſider whatthe Parliament hath done with great difficulties ro accommo- "ln, 
date the deſires of the people in this behalfe, in ſuppreſſing the power of ryrants over mens NOV Oni blgy 
conſciences,in taking away all-offcnitve and qx{eirings innovations, in eranting Hberty: tems 
to all pariſhes ro chooſe LeQtuters,in;openingxte maitths of opr godly Miniſters,in raking kim; 
away the power of oppreſſing andiyranni I"Courts-of Lordly Prelates, in chooſing a lenylikure 
learned aſembly of many gedly and able Miniſters forthe ſerrling of mens judgements, "e members ths 
and the healing ofthe many diviſiorisgndunfound opinions/amongſt us in matters of Re- win : 
ligion ; and for mens properti#s;how ſome delinquerits this way have been puniſhed,and "UiexdaproCy 
others deteGted, evill Miniſters of ] uſtice, by whoni righteous and juſt cauſes haye miſ- "Stk fo bor ; 
carried to the undoing of many poore widdows, fatherleſſe afid'others, are partly remo- Olean 2 
ved, and ina faire way of receiving their demerits ; Ship-money, Coat and Condutl-no- ns. 
mes, Paterts almof for every thing (to the daily draining and oppreſling of the ſubje&) ks b 
are al taken away ; and conſider alſo,whether any one thing hath becn tranſaed,or pro- ! as 
poſition made by them, which doth nor iz tuiry proprio, look at the future peace and good Me Ray 
cithe Kingdome,, _. ©. EE Ri obs | TT 
Tl irdly; conſider, whether if this'pteſent Parliament ſhould unhappily be diſcounte- "kv." 

, | ; Y; : ; 90A 11d 
nances, diſcouraged, or diſſolved (which God forbid ) we ſhould ever have the like, or '.. 
any ; orit by vercue of the alt for the Trienziall Parliament there ſhould be another, whe- i 0 
v..cr any man bearing good will $0 the Common-wealth, being choſen, would be incou- vs) 
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raged thereunto, and ſo either we ſhould have none at all, or if any, ſuch an one which in- 
ſtead of a remedy ſhould be an inler of all miſery into the Land. 

Foutthly, conſider how Kingdomes abroad in the world are governed without Parlia- 
ments, where Voluntas Repu 18 Lex popull, the pleaſure of the King is the rule of the King- 
dome, and the precipitancy of this Kingdome alſo before this Parliament, into all op. 
preſſion and milery, through the deceitfull ſuggeſtions and inſinuations of wicked Coun. 
cell about his Majeſty ; and whether we are nor looked upOn, as the enyy of other king- 
domes by verrue of this only inheritance of ours, 

Fifchly, conſider into what miſery, blood and deſtruction we had plunged our ſelyes 
two yeares {ince (The two Nations of Exgland and Scotland, imbruing themſelves, and 
weltring in one anothers blood ) had nor the wiſdome of the Parliament then preſent(con- 
©) fiſting for the moſt part of the ſame Members as this doth ) denying the levying of mo- 
-<% nies for the maintaining of that war which ſhould for eyer make us thankfull for, and 
oe -©%] mindefullof a Parliament benefit, 
ava - Sixchly, conſider that whereas the Proteſtant Profeſſion,and the ſubjeQts liberiy,is pre- 
14.::] tended inall things ; what good intent either can or could there be to the one or to the 

i\ other, either in thoſe former differences between us and our brethren, the Scots, or the 


029:11.::5:] preſent diviſions in this Kindome, when Papiſts and popiſh perſons were then the chiefe 
H $546} Commanders (for the moſt part) in the 2 Armies, and Pzpiſts now, and Popiſh 
0 5: 77th] perſons, and Athieſts, whoſe continuall aſſertions are wounds and blood, and God 
M266: damne me, or heavens damne me,if we be not reyenged upon theſe round-heads/a nick- 
{21 name queſtionleſſe, originally ſprung up from ſome block-head, having neither wit aor 
-.lz5| $aſon in it) theſe are the maine abertors, provokers, projetors and aQors in theſe diviſi- 
:-----»/3:1 6nS, whether theſe aime ar the Proteſtant Religion, whatever they call the Proteſtant Prop 
n feſion except ir be Popery, in all things, ſupremacy only excepred or the ſubjets liberty, 
nx Jer every man of the meaneſt capacity judge. 
Seventhly, conſider what tampering there hath beene this two or three yeares to raile 
17] UP C1vill Wars amongſt us inthe three Kingdomes: Firſt berweene Us and the Scots,then, 
ND” that now ſo rife in [re/ard, and amongſt us divers times, as when the Army in the North 
\ .-»»»| Was plotred ro be brought up againſt the Parliament, and of late the bold peremprory and 
<8 | unparalleld contempr and reproach caſt upon the Houſe of Commons,by thoſe-unworthy 
**:....,\ Cavaliers which accompanied his Majeſty to the Houſe of Commons art the accuſation of 
nc "..,\ the five members, their cruelly abuſing, cutting and mangling of the Citizens, their en- 
RS; 1 deavour to raiſe up a party at Kingston upon Thames, and now alſo to do the like in the 
v#7-: 1] North, all tending to Civill Wars and mutinies amongſt Us, and whether the ſame ſpirir 
wi which worketh ſo hot in 77elaza, hath no faftors in Scotland, and amongſt us in England, 
wet" [er all men that have the right faculty of diſcerning judge, and whether they that endea- 
£0" | vour to raiſe up Civill Warres in a Kingdome, can ayme at the good of that Kingdome, 
1 Kt every man thar hath not loſt the uſe of reaſon derermine, 


At. 


12:57. Eightly, conſider what unheard of miſery, barbarous cruelty, ſavage inhumanity is ex 
4:53 erciſed upon the poore Proteſtant party in Jreland, by that bloody Popiſh parry,and how 
4:13 Jfar thoſe that endeavour to make a party againſt the Parliament, are ated by the ſame de- 
\ | fenes, ler thoſe judge and conſider who either have or will reade the [ri Remonſtrance, 
612577 ";and obſerve how theſe diſtraftions ar home (occaſioned by the unhappy diviſions and di- 
it” Rance of his Majeſty through wicked Counſel] from his Parliarnemt) encourage the Re- 
8" bels, and hinder the Proteſtant cauſe there, whereas a happy concarrence berweene the 
:$\King and Parliament might in an ordinary way through Gods mercy have ſubdued thoſe 
Wacked Rebels long ſtthence, 2 Ninh, 
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Ninthly, conſider what repro2ch, ſcandail, and ſcorne we ſhall bring upon our whole 
Nation and poſterity for ever, if we ſhould chuſe a Parliament, and becauſe they will not 
ſuffer us to be made ſlaves ; even for their faithfulneſſe and loveunto us (when happily 
their owne particular ſafety and perſona]l Prefermens might be better advanced if they 
ſhould deſert us) if for this we ſhould riſe up againſt them, and contend, ſtrive, and fight 
for an Iron yoke of perperuall bondage and miſery, and whether God may not in diſ- 
pleaſure and juſtice, give us up hereunto, who ſhall ſo lightly eſteeme, and ſo ſorriſhly 
improve that opportunitie, which (long look's for) he hath now put into our hands: and 
if our poſterity will not curſe the time that eyer it entred into our hearts ſo to doe, 

Tenthly, conſider how ir can ſtand witch our Proteſtation, to take up Armes apainſt the 
whole body of the Kingdome, repreſented in the Parliament and the Lawes of the Land, 
which we are all bound by Oath to ſtand to, the urmoſt of our lives, liberties and eſtates, 
and wherein the honour and preſervation both of King and Kingdome doth conſift, and 
which of choſe doe breake their Oath, either thoſe thar prerending the Kings Prerogative 
take up Armes againſt the whole Kingdome repreſented in the Parlinment : or thoſe that 
ſhall indeavour to fuppreſſe ſuch a malignant parry, The King himſelfe haying-alwayes 
proteſted, that for his part (taking Qod to witneſſe) he defireth nothing more then the 
peace and proſperity of Religion and Kingdome. | 

Eleventhly, conſider whereas lawes and Statutes are pretended, as if the Parliament 
ſhould doe many things illagally event agaiaſt the King, with this ſuggeſtion, that then 
its high time for the Subjetts to looke to their properties and liberties, whether are to be 
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beleeved what is Law : either the partie that ſhall afirme this, or that to be Law, and will xColts and 
Not appeare to maintaine their aſſertions (the King profeſſing himſelfe ro be no Lawyer, 


and therefore his affirmations are nothing elſe bur the miſinformations of others or the 
Parliament,the makers of new,and interpreters of the 01d Lawes,who have all the Judges 


and chiefeſt Lawyers in the Land to adviſe with all, raking this with us, that Salus Populi 


eſt Suprema lex 7 and whether both the Law of the Land, and the good ofthe ſubje&t was 
nor pretended in all the Patents granted, as appeares in the (eyerall Proclamations for the 
ſame purpoſe, yea, and in the high Commiſſion and Star-Chamber Courts ( for it had 
beene as much as amans eares, liberty and eſtate have beene worth to have affirmed the 
contrary ) and if it were ſo, let the whole Kingdome judge. 

Twelfly, conſider whether thar all the wholſome Lawes, benefits, and liberties of the 
ſubieft this day have not beene the birth and fruits of Parliaments, and whether the Par- 
ljament hath not alwayes beene the ſanQuary and refuge for all that have beene uniuſt] 
oppreſſed and abuſed, and what remedy could be had by any other appeales vvharſoever, 
vynen through the vvickedneſle of evill Miniſters of Juſtice, rhe ſtrength of mans purſe, 
rather than the righteouſneſſe of his cauſe, hath alwayes beene the bonum omen, the cer- 
Laine promiſing token of good ſucceſle : conſider therefore whether wee ſhall not goe a- 
bout to ſtop, yeato dry up all the Springs of our legall Priviledges,having ſuch long and 
happy experiences of the benefits thereof, and whether it ever entred into the heart of any 
of our Predeceſlors except the Papiſts, to doe the leſt mury to Parliaments. 

Whereas itis objected againſt the Parliament, that they raiſe fations, ſeditions, mali- 
cious againſt the King and his royall race, that under other pretences of danger of for- 
raigne and domeſticke enemies, they take up Armes againlt the King ; that they endea« 
vour to deſtroy the Lawes of the Land, and Religion amongſt us, Conſider, whether that 
theie, and greater than theſe a perſions, were nor caſt upon our brethren, the Scots, the 0- 
dious name of Traytore, Rebels, Facitous, Sedious, &c, were caſt upon them . ithad 
b:etealmoſt death for any man to have alfirmed the contrary; and yet when things came 
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(s)- 
legally to be debated, all proved otherwiſe, and His Maiefty himſelfe did acknowledge 


the contrary; and there is no! queſtion” bur ( thoſe wicked -Incendiaries berweene Bis 
Maieſty and His Parliament, being once « removed) there will be' a cleare and 
- muruall apprehenſion and right underſtanding berweene his Maieſty and his Parliament, 
| . ro the muruall ioy. and comfort, both of his Maieſty and his well affe&ted Subiects in the 
three Kingdomes : And confider, whether it is not to be doubred, that the ſame fire. 
. brands of combuſtion amonſt us now, be not thoſe that were formerly berween us and our 
neighbour Nation, and whether they be not in the fame deſignes of confuſion of both 
Nations ſtil], altering onely the method, beginning in Z-p/andnow, with hopes to end in 
Scotland, whereas they formerly: begun there, with purpoles'to end here. 
.. Thirceenthly, conſider, That whereas many inconſiderately, and others,maliciouſly 
ſuggeſt this againſt the Parjiament, That their remedy is worſe then their diſeaſe, for they 
are eaſed of their T axations ot Shillings, by impoſitions of Pounds, Subſidie upon Subfi- 
die, Pole- money, Monies adventured;:Monies-lent, &sc, But let ſuch conſider, that the 
diſeaſe being-mortall, the cure may be the more {marting, yer the more ſalutiferous ; and 
they arenot alwayes the worſt Phyſicians that adviſe of PhJebotomic, or blood-letting for a 
deſperate diſeaſe, the vcines may fill againe, when the heart is whole, which ſinking the 
man dies, when the veines are full, . 

It is true; much hath been done this way, but God 15 not behinde hand with us, we have 
had our pennyworchs for::our penny: already :' that which the Parliament hath done 
{through Gods mercies) mentioned in the ſecond Confider:tion, is worth more then 
our Coſts and Charges, Moreover, it is not unknown, that the very Ship-mony did coſt 
| the Kingdome above cwo-hundred-thouland-pounds a yeare : Coat and Condu& Mony, 
22212550 and other, Military charges, little Jefle then that : few of the Monopolies did preiudice the 
c571118/5\ Sybiefts aboye a million yearely. :: the :Soape a hundred-thouſand-pounds ; the Wine 
t--:1:5 ay three-hundred-theuſand-pounds : the Leather could be little leſſe then both : the Salc 
(c::227/0ful could be no lefſe than that ; all theſe, with many other inferiour Monopolies, are taken a- 
25:1. Fndanwiontel way : and becauſe that with the ſame ſhew of Law, Juſtice and Reaſon,the Subie&ts mighr 
Conn \ have been drained to the utmoſt penny that they were worth, theſe procuring the chiefeſt 
4-1 "br; places and Offices, who were moſt cunning in deviſing new deſignes of oppreſling the 
| Subiects, therefore the root of all theſe wrongs (which is more beneficiall then all thereſt) 
which was an Arbitrary power pretended to be in his Maieſty, of taxing the Subiet, and 
charging their eſtates without conſent of Parliament,is now declared to be againſt Law, 
by both Houſes, and likewiſe by an a& of Parliament, conſider alſo, that theſe preſent ra- 
xations are but forthe preſent,and in a legall way,and nothing fo great as the former: and 
for the recovering of poore bleeding [reland,and the ſaving of this ſhaking and ſtagger- 
ing Kingdome from ruine and deſtruQtion, 
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| Laſtly, conſider, whether(amon<{ others)there be not a three-fold ground of the pro« v3 
ceeding3 againſt the Parliament,acc. ding to the threetold condition of the chiefe attors ! a” 
in theſe diviſions, who are Papifts, dep:nding Gentlemen, preferred to high places and gel. mnt 
Offices, whoſe policy rather then honeſty, hath been- their rife hereunto, and deſperate 
Cavalicrs, whoſe good husbandry ir is to put all upon their backs, & ſhift for chein bellies, 


Irit, the Papiſts ſee now, and well perceive, that the Par/iamzent making: progreſſe ac- | 


cording to their beginnings, will rake away the leaſt hopes of ever eſtabliſhing thar 
Antichrijtian Religion here amongſt us : yea,and take away the very grouud worke of fu. 
rure Plots and Projetts this way ; and therefore irſtands them now upon, Symmo labore, 
with all might and maine, to adventureupon any defigne, (though never ſo deſperate)and 
co give out themſelves in their eſtates, lives and livelihoods, /qze ad extremnum, to the 
urmoſt that they can ; and therefore now, though 7Zeſzites ſhould be hanged by the halfe 
dozens, they will adventure, for now or neyer muſt.the Pope up or downe in this King- 
dome, and he would nor willingly loſe his hopes here, though 'a thouſand of his Feſwites 
ſhould hang for it, for indeed if men would receiveir, that is the quarrell in the land; whe. 
ther Michael or the Dragon, Chriſt or the Pope ſhall ger ſafeſt footing in this Iſland, and 
let any ſeeing man look back upon all former proceedings, and conſider, who hath been 
preferred to the higheſt places in the Church 7 What their carriage hath been therein? how 
the Preaching of the Word (the confounding weapon of Antichriſt) hark'been ſuppreſt ? 
Whar ſuperſticious innovations hath been introduced ; who have been promored into 
the chiefeſt places in the Univerlities, what proportion there hath been with che Maſſe- 
houſes, in Candlefticks, Tapours, Copes, blaſphemous Piftures of God and the holy Tri. 


nity, Crucifixes, Croſſes, &c. Firſt in the Biſhops Chappels, then in all che Cathedrals of 


the Kingdome, then by little and lictle-in eyery Pariſh ; Again, what hath been rheir pro- 
ceedings at their Commiſſion Courts ? And whartheir plot was in-their curſed late Ca- 
77025, and the Et catera Oath 7 and then lethim give his Judgement in the point, whether 
Popery hath not been the mark they aymed art ? | 

Secondly, for the depending Gentlemen, advanced to high places and Offices, whoſe 
aimes will hold proportion with that of Cardinall 1/00//ey (for m1e-andmy King) making 
his Majeſty bur the Prieſt, and ſcarce paying his tythes-our of all their -prerendings, their 
Maſters profit, whole veines are full of the blood of the fatherlefſe and the widdowes,and 
whoſe houles are built with the ruines of poore innocents, who regard more the bleſſings 
and favours of men,then the curſes ofthe Almighty for their oppreſſion and cruelry,theſe 
allo know, and well perceive now, that if the Parliament proceed according to their be 
_ ginnings, they ſhalbnot only be expoſed co the Juſtice of their former demerits, bur alſo 
Joſe the leaſt hopes of any future favour or prakiſe, becauſe conſcious to themſelves of an 
utter impoſſ1bility in them for ever of becomming honeſt men, who from their firſt be- 
21nnings of preterment, have caſhiered our of their thoughts the feare of God, a good 
conlcience,and the day of Judgement ; and therefore they muſt either run beyond ſeas, 
betake themſelves to ſome mean condicton or other, {for the Parliament they'le have 
none bur juſt men, whoſe proceedings in all their Miniſtrations muſt be by the rule of Ju- 
ſtice and a good conſcience, which is unto them a paradox) or elſe they muſt give our 
their utmoſt endeavours to the rooting up of this Parliament. 

T hirdly, the Cavaliers, whoſe lands, houſes, revenues and eſtates are above in the ayre; 
who make grear brags of the dangerous attempts they have adventured by ſea and land : 
whole greateſt danger of drowning hath been'in an Ale-tub or Wine-tubs; 6r of ſmother- 
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ing by the ſmoake'of Tobacco :yetthey know that it is'good fiſhing in troubled waters, 

| andthat Fuglaxd is full of brave booties, therefore they beſtir themſelyes, and have ſcarce 
| the patienceto forbeare their prey till oppottunit ſervestheir.turne,' who! are all for the 
ua A preferit : and as forthe other world, they haye*paſt the dreadfullſemtence azainſt them- 
Wh fſelyes, which is (boreſo referens) God damne me”: Theſe three ſorts are the leaders and 
Why provokers of a party againlt the Parliament, and incendiaries between his Majeſty and 
Kee. | them: Lerthe whole world of indifferent men judge and ſee, if theſe be not the Parties, 
ey, | and whether theſe be nor their grounds, and yet theſe are the men looked upon;zs the only 
voy... Loyall Subjetts, and others as Malignant unto the honour, peace and' proſperity of the 
1m... King and his Royall race : Whereas they can give'no Teſtimony, of their reſpetts unto 
+ .,., his Majelty,bur by ſuch courſes,praftiſes and counſels,which alienateth affetions berween 
MB Ln him and his beſt Subjects, wherein conſiſts his honour, and ſtrength, who. are willing to 
| gfjve our their hearts and hands, purſes and eſtares,prayers and teares in his behalfe : and 
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| $% theGod of all Knowledge ſhall one day iudgeand diſcoyer, whoſe hearts have, been moſt 
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loyal ro otir dread Soveraigne, either of the one or the other | | eg 
'| "As for thoſe Noble then, Whoſe abſence from the Parliament is an incouragement un- 
1 tothis Malignant party, ifrhey come under the rwo firſt rankes of Popiſh, or dependenc 
o0x2} men zthere is no more to be ſaid bur this : their gathering together, and appearing 1n 
| luch courſes , is a pregnant teſtimony and. juſtification of what hath beene ſaid of thoſe 
mar) wo forcs, namely, That theit defigne is Sym? Condtn, to rogt up;the Parliament, leſt 
22 ®27) the Parliament ſhould roote up them ; bur if there be any not under theſe rankes, cercaine- 
nx: ly, either their ingenuitiy is to labour for pacification, and a happy making up of tha: 
22113] breach berweene his Majeſty and his Parliament, or elſe their Nobility is nero titlo, lictle 
|] Noble blood runs in the veines, and Heathens themſelves may throw ſtones at them, 


pes 27:20: | whoſe progenitors have been rendered famous by their heroick atts for their Countries 

188, 77087 lence cauſe. 
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rt altpun vi From all theſe Conſraerations, this may be Well inferred. 


coal Wit Hat if ever we would improve our ſelves, for God, the King, the Kingdome, lives, 
FR Cle Lawes and liberties, our {elves and poore poſterity, if wee would nor ſee our flou- 
ord hea tka tiſhing Cities made ruinous heapes, our peace and plenty turned into blood and Famine, 
ST FR our deareſt wives raviſhed and ript up before our faces ; our tender childrens braines 
2 daſh'd againſt the ſtones, our mutuall trading turned into violence and Robbery, our 
/ fweere enjoyments of all relations, unto murders, rapes, cuelties upen them all : If in a 
” ©, word we would not have the line of Germany and Trelana, to be ſtretched over our good 
i Land : if we have any love to the Goſpell of life and ſalvation, that the Arke of God 
”.. vx may not depart, and miſery come in upon us, as we would not be expoſed ro the power 
a8 and mercies of the bloody Papiſts the badge of whoſe Arch-leader (the Deviills firſt- 
08%"".c14 borne) the Popes garments made red with the blood of the Saints. Let every man in his 
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-; Ration ſtudy peace and union, and endeayour all meanes of pacification, abhorring the 
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= very thoughts of eyer taking up Armes againſt either King or Parliament, bur to the vc- 
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, Trl & 1 moſt of our powers, ſetting our {elyes againſt the incendiaries between them both, that 
6%", the peace of God, and the God of peace may ſtil] rule inthe midſt of us, that we render 
+11" *, not our ſelves Lydibrizm gentiunm, the mocking ſtock of notions, by doiag that our {elyes 


1. \ Which the malice, power and policy of ajl our adyerſaries abroad, and enemies at home, 
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418 1 by all theſe foureſcore yoores endeayours could.neyereffet, whereby we ſhall expoſe he 
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(8). 
poore Proteſtant bleeding and panting cauſe in Jre{ayd co deſtruftion, and revive the 
hopes, yea and the power of our former oppreſlors (who if they once ger up againe, will 
ceare us in pieces, like Lions long kept from,their prey ) and our -ruine ſhall be unto after 
ages, the everlaſting ſhamefull monuments of our blindneſle and folly ; that we ſhould 
riſe up like unnaturall Children, and cut the throate of our own mother Nation ; That we 
ſhould love bondage rather then liberty, all Nations, Countries, and People, Papiſts, 
Jews, Turkes, Infidels, Devils. (if I may fay ſo) will ſport at our miſery : When God 
would deliver us, and hath delivered us from all their plots and projets, when in many 
plots they have had the neck of the whole kingdome, as of one man, upon che block, and 
as eaſie ir had been utterly to deſtroy ir, had not the Almighty by a high hand of love and 
mercy prevented it ? Shall the cloud of blood, which hath been a long time impending, 
oyer our heads, be disburdened upon us, and our reeling, ſtaggering and tottering King- 
dome ſhall fall, and fall, and none ſhall help it up. It now pants for life and breath, cra- 
vailing with the peace, plenty, ſecurity, Religion, Lawes, liberties and comforts thereof; 
and thoſe Worthies who day by. day give their urmoſt and unweatied attendance and aſe: 
ſiſtance to further the birth, the ſtrong God ſhall be unco them their front-guard, and 
rere-ward, his goodneſſe, power and-mercy unto them and theirs ammunicion of rockes: 
and his diſpleaſure the certaine ruins and deſtruction of choſe, who unhappily,weakly and 
wickedly have brought it upon themſelves. _s 

O the neyer enough to be lamented badneſſe of che times doth every one cry out, O 
that we had better times, And let thoſe times, if fo they be, or rather thoſe i]] men of che 
times juſtly ſuffer what their untimely vices, exorbitant ations, and damnable determi- 
nations have juſtly merited, and undoubtedly deſeryed, 
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